JERRY PINKNEY

Role-Playing qng Discovery

On Saturdays, after household chores were finished, I would
Meet up with my best friends. Off we would rush to the movies.
Tickets were ten cents, and there was always a double feature.
[ was most excited when there were westerns. As a young boy

Bowing up in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, I dreamed of exploring

the e :
arly frontier. Scanned by CamScanner
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My friends and I played at being cowboys and explorers. With
much enthusiasm and intensity, we inhabited the characters por-
trayed on the silver screen. We fashioned our costumes and gear
from what we could find at home or purchase from the local five-
and-dime store. I would whittle out of wood a bowie knife mod-
eled after the one Jim Bowie had at his side while defending the
Alamo. I would then take my turn at being Roy Rogers, the cow-
boy, or Daniel Boone, the famous pioneer, journeying through
the rugged wilderness.

If anyone had asked at that time if my excitement was due

to an early interest in history, my answer would have been a
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discovery: When 1 learned a8 an adultnghseEded my interest jp

coWbOYS was black or Mexican, that d; that one oy of three
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Jim Beckwourth, a fur trader; or Jean Baptiste Dy Sah]
explorer—all persons of African L able, the

Biography:
Grew up: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Now lives: Croton-on-Hudson, New York

Random fact: Even wearing a coonskin cap, couldn’t get
anyone to believe he was Daniel Boone

Selected Bihliography:
Black Cowboy, Wild Horses: A True Story by Julius Lester
Uncle Remus: The Complete Tales by Julius Lester

John Henry by Julius Lester
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